
'Blood Ties' probes familial love, its lack
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with anybody, and Violet is,too neglect and abuse their soo, insights about how love works;
devoted to the principle of, an?pencer. about how blood ties can be ev­
orderly home to truly.appreciate ,They fail so badly as parents erything and still not enough.
children. I ' that Spencer is returned to Ire- In the end, this story is not

The infant Lumsden is a terri~ Hand nearly comatose from the' just about the ,enormous impact
ble imposition on that order, , ,~eprivation of familial love. Vio- of mup-dane cruelties echoing
and Violet treats him', as such. ,let confuses her unwanted down the generations but also
Without her unconditional love,' grandson's cautious silence with about the enormous impact of
LUplsden starts life qauflted by the hostility between her and 'munq,an,e love,-'of people who
an uncertainty of who he is and her son. Her parenting skills take pebple as tHey'are and wish

how to relate haven't improved much, and the best fOfthem.
to others. Spencer is eventually"returned , '~Blogd;Ti~s('isa slow and de~

':':::"])0,-Ameri- \'an emotional wreck to a series of 'libera~e ~ooklloaded with care­
" can 'terms, he, ,'foster homes in London. There, fullY.(!ra4ed language~' " '

"acts out" in as a young man falling love, he The :istOry'S progress isn't
search of at- finally begins to heal. about what happens next but
tention, and I At this point, tragedy strikes, about how:what has happened

,1,Vi 0 let "r e - but paradoxically "Blood Ties" ,will d~terII1inehow people feel

I, ~ponds' ":vi,th', gets a lot more pleasant to reach, next and Vfhatl~theyth4'~~gexJ''.~~n ~t ,e? SIn g'" and think about. Th~'ending is '" \That ,story ,'tak~,smore~1tImt \
Imp ~hen ce 1", not a tragedy of meaningless- tell, and ;it's a 'pook that requm~ ,
ThISsets off a '.ness like Lumsden's dissolute a reader's thoughtful attention'.
speedinq se.e- ' life, but just a run-of-the-mill But '~BIQodTi~~('is a valuable
sa~ of mdlf- tragedy that is a part of life. And book,1a'very grac'efuland intelli-

ferences and crueltIes toward I being a part of life, it is therefore gent additi,on to what is often
each other that eventually result part of something glorious and literature's most. intriguing un­
in an adult Lum~den ba~ished hopeful. dertaking: imagin~ng what peo-
~rom Ireland, eqUIpped WIth no The' truly disastrous and be- pIe are and what'makes us tick.
Impulse but to be so bad that he wildering threat _ the emotion- "Blood Ties" is the sixth book
is at least noticeable to others. al bleakness that Spencer was by Jennifer Lash and her last be-fore her death in ,1993, although

During the hedonistic course headed for - doesn't come to it is 'the, first :published in this
of the rest of his life, he runs pass. country. She is the mother of ac-
rou'ghshod over the ,spirit of a' The story seems an awfully tor Ralph Fiennes~I
young London woman eager for cynical view of love - familial
life' ahead. Her disappointment love especially - but love is re­
with the hand she is dealt in' deemed in the end. Along the
Lum.sden leads ;her to 1iimilarly , way, we are offered convincing
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Debates about the influence
of nature and nurture tend to be
abstract discussions that are dif­
ficult for people to imagine in
real terms. ,

Jennifer Lash has drawn a
c·very clear picture in "8190<11:,7

~Ties" of the role of nurturing
:~and how its absence can create
;;wrecked lives that then spin out
,•.in the world to wreck more lives.

~~?h~ illustrates with ll.'Pe"I',e~ted
:')mSIght what should 1~~V.OllS?l- that when childreiU~t~n't
"treated so': well, they don't
, usually turn out to be very nice.
, Along the way"Lash is able to
.convincingly chronicle the inte-
rior world of frightened children

,and emotionally stunted adults.

The path from a shaken baby to, a sullen teenager, for example,
,is traced with credible drama in
the imagined, cqpsciousriess of

,that child. ' , ,, ,
Set on an Irish country estate,

"Blood Ties" begins with two
sh<l.llowand inconsiderate' peo­

:pIe neglecting the upbringing of
.'their son, Lumsden.
~ Cecil is too simple and timid
',to have· comfortable relations
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