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Haine buyers wh6'wantthe very ,", best that custaD1bWld41ghas to.
affer but who.are,cautiaus ,~baut

the costs and headaches Ofdesignmg
their awn dreatnhthise might cansider
buymga builder:s madelhpme;

'AccatdmgtaJahn Mikkelson"presi~
dent af Mikkelsan-Builders in Mequan,

"bllying anew madel home can be less af
a hassle and perhaps, a little cheaper
than buUdinga new hOme. "Yau knaw
exactiy what yau're gettihg: Mikkelsan
said. "The contihgencies are gqne." _ '

The contmgenctes heis refetrmg to.
are the unfareseencasts that can came
up when bu'udmg a new hOme, Typi­
cally, when a hause is built the awner
knaws the "bare banes" price, accarding
to. Mikkelson. He 0.1' shetheripays extra
casts far sewers, sail studies, landscap­
mg, sidewalks, decks, m9re extensIve
faundatian work thim expedeq, and m­
surance and utilIties during canstruc­
tian. "Yau'dan'tknaw haw much

Warm, natural oak ,is throughout The"
Cambridge design. A winding stairway
leads to the upperfloor that has a master
bedroom suite with 'bath, three addi­
tional bedrooms and a guest suite with
bath.

" -~ ..

electrlcyoh're gothg to use m canstruJf,
tian," Mi15:kelsansaid.' '.

The advantage9fbuying a:
modelhOIne is thatthosecolittrigent
casts are in the past" sathe prlc~is:
firm.Tl).e buyer gets a neWharne, often

, with the best features, butwIthaut
, many aIllie warrles. Mikkelsansaid,
"It's a lat less fuss." ,

,Of caurs-e; the buyer' doesn't get to.
custbrriize the harne, so. it might nat be
his 0.1' her dream house, but model '
hames still affer many enticirig ameni­
ties. "There are pluses either way,",
Mikkelsan said. -

Mikkelsan alSo.said that a madel
home can cast a itttle less than build-

, ing a riew hause.''The prlce (af a madel
home) daes nat reflect the interest and
the haldmg castsan"d the taxes." AlSo.;
because the builder has a fmandal
buffer from the sales of ather hames,
theycanbettet negatiate an the '
,madel's asking prlce.

There are two.ways af building and
seUirig IlladeIhames, accOI:dingta 'j

,John'sbrothet, Jim Mikkelsan, vice jpreSident qf MIkkelsan BuIiders.A· '.

•·namd'them~y be built strictly far modeling I
an ' ' en putupfpr, saJe when it is no. Ilangetheeded; oritm,aybebUilt an

'speculation. Spec l1ames are built as ',ImadelhaIl).es but are always far sale.; 1

Jim Mikkelson built a spec hame . i
last sprlng he is particularly excited
abaut. "l feel the quality af the design is
exquisite,"he said. ' ,

Located at 10813 Beechwood
Drlve in the Beechwaad subdivIsian af
Mequan, Jim Mikkelsan described the
hause as English country style ..The
3900-square-faot h()llle1:las five,ped­
roams andthree~and-a-haJflJaths; The
hause and property are f6rS9.le far

,$530,000, Iilc,ludirigthe limdscaping. It
was built last sprlng tasha\Vcase a de­
sign that canbebui1t an the buyer's
praperty for $394.800 wIthaut land
,develaping.
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The model11Ome featurei{one waad

and one gas fireplace. TPe gas fJre-·
place, m the masterbedraam, Iilchides

, Italian marble and an oak-calanial'
marttelpiece. The master bath features'
a whirlpoal and decorative tile in the .~shawer. Thete is an afficewIth built-in -
baakcases With crawn mal ding. There
are sb\-paneloak doors thraughout
and hatdwoadflaOI's m the dining
raam,' kitchen and dinette. The-kitchen
features a dawn-draft caoktop With
grill. There Is also. a.three-car garage
and an unfmished basement. The ex- ,­
terlar i~ brlckarid cedar siding. ~"


