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Local businesses, teachers and schools honored
by PEF for commitment to public schools
Gov. Rowland to receive special recognition

Dr. Reginald Mayo, Superintendent of New Haven Public
Schools, speaking at last year’s Partners in Education
Breakfast. Listening to him are PEF Board Chair Nick
Lavorato and PEF Board member Steven Grove.

The New Haven Public Education Fund
will hold its annual awards breakfast

June 7th to recognize teachers, schools,
local businesses and their employees who
have done outstanding work for

New Haven'’s public schools.

Lydia Bornick, Executive Director of the
NHPEE says the awards acknowledge
examples of the collaborative work
necessary for good public education.

“We try to bring businesses into the school
to see what the schools are about and how
they can help;” she said.“Education doesn’t
happen in a vacuum. Local businesses can

offer experiences and exposure to careers.”

The Partners In Education awards breakfast
is part of the NHPEF school/business
partnership program, which started in
1992 and now brings over 80 local
organizations together with New Haven
public schools. Students and volunteers
from local businesses visit each other for
workplace tours, workplace shadowing,

mentoring, tutoring, internships and work-
study programs.

These awards to outstanding partners are
unique because volunteers from the
business community nominate teachers they
find effective, and schools nominate the
business partners they find especially
supportive in creative ways.

Individual employee volunteers who will be
recognized are Jack Crane and Mina Minelli.
Crane, a retiree from Olin Corporation,
organizes volunteers to participate in the
school district’s Citywide Science Fair
Project for mentoring students who could
not participate in the Science Fair.

Minelli, Vice President of Community Affairs
at First Union National Bank, which is
partnered with West Hills Magnet School,
teaches finance skills to eighth graders and
invites several students to shadow her at
work during career week.

The Teacher Partnership Award goes to Joyce
Listro of the Sheridan Academy, which is
partnered with Yale-New Haven Hospital.
Students in her media literacy class
produced a video at the hospital illustrating
all the career opportunities in a health care
organization from the president to the
maintenance staff.

The New Haven Register and the Cesar Pelli
and Associates architectural firm won
Corporate Partnership Awards. The Register,
which is partnered with Troup Magnet
Academy of Sciences, provides free
newspapers for teachers to use in the
curriculum, prints the school newspaper,
The Troup Trumpet,and provided volunteers
to beautify the school grounds. continued p2
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Left— The City-Wide Parent Council held a conference
April 7 at Vincent Mauro Elementary School with the
theme of “building bridges between home and school.”
The guest speaker, Eddie Davis of the Bureau of School-
Family-Community Partnerships at the state Department
of Education, spoke on how parents can become more
involved with their childrens’ education. Entertainment
was provided by the Vincent Mauro Majorettes, including
Neidelyn Torres, pictured here. The conference and the
majorettes are both supported by grants from the NHPEF.

Parent Initiative
Grants Available

The NHPEF offers grants of up to $1,000 for
school projects initiated by parents. Previous
grants have supported read-aloud programs
led by parents and workshops to help
parents with the college application process.
These grants enhance your school’s
curriculum in partnership with teachers,
principals and the community. We also offer
workshops to help parents apply for the
grant. If there’s new programming you want
to initiate at your school or if you want to
learn more about applying for the grant,
telephone Maria Watts at 865-3255.
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Cesar Pelli and Associates developed a
unique career program for eight students
from the Hyde Leadership School. Students
tour job sites and work at the firm’s offices
to design a construction project themselves
and learn about architecture, construction
and engineering.

The School Partnership Award goes to
Jepson Elementary Magnet School, which is
partnered with the S. Grove and Associates
accounting firm. Dori Link, who coordinates
the program at S. Grove and Associates, said
the teachers at Jepson have organized
effectively to help make the volunteers
welcome and to make their time there
helpful for students.

The NHPEF will also recognize the
Honorable John G. Rowland, Governor of
Connecticut, with the Partnerships In

Education Leadership Award for his
statewide leadership in promoting
school/business partnerships.

Guest speaker at this year’s awards breakfast,
at 500 Blake Street Cafe in New Haven, will
be Jonathan Soderstrom, Managing Director
of the Office of Cooperative Research at Yale
University. He will speak on “Education and
Economic Development: A Winning
Combination.”

This is the first year that teachers will be
honored as part of the Partnerships in
Education breakfast. Lydia Bornick said, “It’s
important to have a professional staff of
teachers who are committed and innovative
and recognize how important it is to expand
the classroom envirenment outside of the
four walls of the physical space.” ®




How do | get my child to read in summer?

It happens every September. Reading skills
get a little rusty over the summer holiday,
and too much of the new school year is
spent reviewing last year’s material.

But research shows that if families can find
plenty of time for reading this summer their
children won’t lose ground in their
schoolwork. Finding time for reading can be
a challenge, though. Parents are busy, and
many things compete for a child’s attention.

Pam Kennedy at the Office of Priority
Schools at the Connecticut Department of
Education suggests that, instead of
concentrating only on reading, parents aim
for “family literacy” That includes reading
and writing, but also engaged conversation
about everyday activities. If parents talk with
children, their minds are stimulated, they see
the world with curiosity and their
vocabulary will improve. All of this makes
them better readers indirectly.

The family literacy approach is also favored
by Eddie Davis at the Bureau of School-
Family-Community Partnerships at the
Connecticut Department of Education. “The
family is the center of learning,” he says. “If
young children are engaged for 30 minutes

Here are some of Pam
nnedy’s tips to make
ummer reading and writing
interesting for children:

¥ Make it a special event. Pick up dinner at
a drivethrough, and go to the park to eat a
picnic and read some books.

© Make it a regular date. Set aside the same
time every day for reading.

¥ Write postcards home to family and
friends during summer vacation.

¥ Have your child read to you while you
cook or fold laundry.

© Go to the library. “There are a lot of
resources out there, but the public library
is still the best,” says Kennedy

per day in learning, whether it’s
conversation or reading, when the child
enters kindergarten, they have the
equivalent of 900 hours of reading”

The key is for parents to engage their
children in real conversation during the day.
“There’s nothing that a child likes to do more
than spend time with a parent,” says Kennedy.
She also suggests asking children lots of
questions as you wait for the bus or take
them shopping.Ask them to predict what
bus will arrive next. Ask them what should
go on the shopping list. Ask what the
advertisements on the bus are for. If you
watch a movie with your child, talk to them
about it afterwards.

Of course, the real goal is more reading.
Kennedy says the best motivation is parents
who show by example that they find
reading fun and useful and not just
something done for schoolwork. “A lot of
parents may feel like they need to be the
teacher during the summer;” she says, “but
don’t worry about it. Focus on making it
recreational and practical”

Parent Workshops

The NHPEF offers a series of
workshops to help parents promote
reading at home. The workshops
introduce classroom techniques that
teachers use, help parents build on
classroom learning at home and
help parents present reading to their
children as fun and exciting. If you
want a “Reading Starts With Us”
Parent Workshop Series at your
school or if you want to train to be a
workshop leader, telephone Maria
Watts at 865-3255.

“Reading Starts With Us”

“There’s nothing
that a child likes
to do more than
spend time with a

parent,” says

Kennedy.







