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HOW WE THINK
ABOUT THINGS,
WHAT WE SAY,
HOW WE LOOK
AT OTHERS—SO
MUCH IN OUR
DAILY LIVES IS
NO LONGER THE
SAME. HERE ARE
SIX WHO HAVE
FELT THE
CHANGES.

WE WILL ALWAYS MEASURE THE CATASTROPHE OF SEPT. 11 BY THE NUMBER
OF INNOCENT PEOPLE WHO DIED AND THE GRIEF OF THEIR FAMILIES AND
FRIENDS, BUT EVEN MONTHS LATER, THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT IT CONTIN-
UES TO IMPACT ALL OF US, EACH IN OUR OWN WAY.

EVERYTHING IS CHANGED, OF COURSE. EVERYONE SAYS SO. BUT EXACTLY
HOW? SEVERAL RIPPLES AWAY FROM THE CENTER, AMONG PEOPLE WHO
DIDN'T LOSE ANYBODY, WHAT IS DIFFERENT NOW? WHAT ARE WE DOING
NOW THAT WE WOULDN'T HAVE DONE ON SEPT. 107 WHAT TASKS ARE WE
WORKING ON, WHAT NEW DUTIES HAVE WE TAKEN UP? HOW HAS THE ROU-
TINE OF WORK AND LIFE CHANGED?

WE ASKED THAT OF SEVERAL CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS FROM DIFFERENT
WALKS OF LIFE. SOME SAY THEY'VE TORN UP THE OLD SCHEDULE AND
STARTED A NEW ONE, WHILE OTHERS SAY THEY SPEND THEIR DAYS MUCH AS
BEFORE. BUT THEY ALL AGREE THAT "EVERYTHING IS CHANGED" AND STRUG-
GLE TO EXPLAIN WHAT THEY MEAN BY THAT.
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The résumeé of U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons reads as if he’s been preparing
a long time for the present crisis. After serving 19 months in Vieinam, he
spent 10 years as a spy for the CIA, including five years in China, and five
years as the staff director of the U.S. Senate Committee on Intelligence,
giving him, he says, “a reader’s knowledge” of classified material on the
Middle East.

Now in his first full year representing the 2nd District of Connecticut, in
the eastern part of the
state, he sits on the
Armed Services
Committee and the
Special Oversight Panel
on Terrorism. All of this
has made him a subject
of particular interest to
his colleagues, and he's
being invited to partici-
pate in more committee
meetings than ever
before.

While people are lis-
tening, Simmons is say-
ing two things: America
needs more spies on the
ground around the world
and that those opera-
tives need more support.

“We're very good at
overhead systems, satel-
lite systems that inter-
cept communications,

decrypt them or take

aerial photographs,” he

says. “We're not very good when it comes to running an operation into an BY ROBERT MCGUIRE
organization.”
X PHOTOGRAPHY
One change for the better Simmons sees is a bipartisanship in BY RICH POMERANTZ

Washington that he thinks will last even after the crisis is over: “| think
these events have been sufficiently dramatic that they have constituted a
wake-up call for many elected officials in Washington. This very difficult
task brings people together and it's going to make it easier for us to talk

and work with each other on other issues.”
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the minister

Life is very different these days for Dennis Calhoun, minis-

ter of Middlebury Congregational Church. For one thing, his
pews are full.

“Fuller than I've ever seen them,” he says. “Bigger even
than the big holidays, Christmas and Easter. The church has
.been at absolute capaci-
ty. Hopefully, one of the
things I'll be dealing with
is people who have a
new appreciation for the
importance of faith in our
lives—not just in these
major catastrophes, but
in the little dramas.”

Calhoun'’s daily rou-
tines haven't changed so
much as intensified. He
spends more time talking
with parishioners, more
time online with other
clergy discussing how to
deal with a new world of
parishioners’ concerns,
more time holding wor-
ship services on nights
when there was never a
demand before.

“Worship has looked
and félt very different in
these last weeks,” Cal-
houn says. He selects
more mournful prayers,
for example, and readings that tend to provide comfort. He
sits down more often and encourages parishioners to get up
and tell their own stories.

Some of those stories are about going to see Ground Zero
a week after the attack. His congregation hastily organized a
trip to aid and comfort the rescue workers. They took a bus-
load of sandwiches and clean clothes to the site and were

overwhelmed by what they saw.
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“l had been to the plaza itself a number of times and never
did notice what a huge expanse it was until it was all lying
there in ruins,” Calhoun says.

“The look of exhaustion—both physical and emotional—on

the faces of the people who had been there a week was a very

powerful sight. It was clear at that time that no one was coming
out alive, and that was registering in their faces. You would ask
them, ‘How are you doing?’ and they would respond, ‘You gotta
have hope, but the emphasis was really on ‘gotta, as if they
were talking themselves into hoping.

“Still, there was enormous energy. People were positively
outgoing. People were connecting with each other in ways

that I've just never seen before”






